practised when no such thing existed will freely admit that by its possession they are placed in a far better position for obtaining correct and helpful information than they were before. Great, however, as has been the boon conferred alike upon physician and patient, it may be fairly questioned whether it has been utilized to the extent to which it is capable of serving its important purpose?whether we obtain from it all the information which as an instrument of scientific accuracy it is able to afford us. It is rather to be feared that most of us who carry about this little tool and readily acknowledge its value are but too apt to make use of it, if not in a perfunctory manner, at least with but an in-
By it we have been enabled to distinguish, from an early period in their development, not a few of the more serious and common of the acute maladies; to trace their course, and recognise deviations from their ordinary progress ; to detect the advent of complications, to prognosticate their issues, and to concert measures for combating or effectually treating some of their most urgent symptoms?often to the saving of lives in imminent danger.
Those who are comparatively young in the profession regard this instrument as an essential part of the equipment of the physician, and are apt to wonder how their predecessors worked so well without its aid; while those who are old enough to have practised when no such thing existed will freely admit that by its possession they are placed in a far better position for obtaining correct and helpful information than they were before. Great, however, as has been the boon conferred alike upon physician and patient, it may be fairly questioned whether it has been utilized to the extent to which it is capable of serving its important purpose?whether we obtain from it all the information which as an instrument of scientific accuracy it is able to afford us. It is rather to be feared that most Hyperpyrexia is probably more common in this disease than in any other?a fact which suggests the careful observation of the temperature while any febrile phenomena continue during its progress. It may arise in what appears to be an ordinary and favourable case, and, while it seems to be fully more common in first attacks, also in persons who have been intemperate, and may be connected with the coexistence of acute pneumonia, it is frequently met with altogether apart from these conditions. Its onset is sometimes announced by the sudden cessation of perspiration, and by the supervention of restlessness, delirium, and other head symptoms. But the most striking thing is the rapid rise of temperature. When the hyperpyretic point is reached the whole heat regulating mechanism seems to be unhinged, and there appears to be an enormous heat production until an amount is reached incompatible with life. In the course of an hour or little more the temperature will move from 101? up to 108? or 110?, and unless the cold bath is quickly resorted to?and often in spite of it?death takes place from heart exhaustion. (See Chart, Fig. 9 
